
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES4002 July 13, 2017 
Parliament, expressed concern over reports 
that numerous organ transplantations have 
used the organs of detained prisoners, includ-
ing Falun Gong practitioners’’ and also 
noted that international medical profes-
sionals ‘‘expressed skepticism of reforms 
raised by discrepancies in official data’’; and 

Whereas a 2017 report by Freedom House 
concluded that there was ‘‘credible evidence 
suggesting that beginning in the early 2000s, 
Falun Gong detainees were killed for their 
organs on a large scale’’: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) expresses solidarity with Falun Gong 

practitioners and their families for the lives, 
freedoms, and rights they lost for adhering 
to their beliefs and practices; 

(2) emphasizes to the Government of the 
People’s Republic of China that freedom of 
religion includes the right of Falun Gong 
practitioners to freely practice Falun Gong 
in China; 

(3) calls upon the Communist Party of 
China to immediately cease and desist from 
its campaign to persecute Falun Gong prac-
titioners and promptly release all Falun 
Gong practitioners who have been confined, 
detained, or imprisoned for pursuing their 
right to hold and exercise their spiritual be-
liefs; 

(4) condemns the practice of non-con-
senting organ harvesting in the People’s Re-
public of China; 

(5) calls on the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China and the Communist Party 
of China to immediately end the practice of 
organ harvesting from all prisoners of con-
science; and 

(6) calls on the People’s Republic of China 
to allow an independent and transparent in-
vestigation into organ transplant abuses. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 258. Mr. ROUNDS submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 1519, to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal year 2018 for military activities of the 
Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and 
for other purposes; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 
SA 258. Mr. ROUNDS submitted an 

amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 1519, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2018 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle A of title VII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 710. EXCEPTION TO INCREASE IN COST- 

SHARING REQUIREMENTS FOR 
TRICARE PHARMACY BENEFITS PRO-
GRAM FOR BENEFICIARIES WHO 
LIVE MORE THAN 40 MILES FROM A 
MILITARY TREATMENT FACILITY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding para-
graph (6) of section 1074g(a) of title 10, 
United States Code, as amended by section 
706(a), the Secretary of Defense may not in-
crease after the date of the enactment of this 
Act any cost-sharing amounts under such 
paragraph with respect to covered bene-
ficiaries described in subsection (b). 

(b) COVERED BENEFICIARIES DESCRIBED.— 
Covered beneficiaries described in this sub-
section are eligible covered beneficiaries (as 
defined in section 1074g(g) of title 10, United 
States Code) who live more than 40 miles 
driving distance from the closest military 
treatment facility to the residence of the 
beneficiary. 

(c) REPORT ON EFFECT OF INCREASE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the 
Committees on Armed Services of the Senate 
and the House of Representatives a report on 
the potential effect, without regard to sub-
section (a), of the increase in cost-sharing 
amounts under section 1074g(a)(6) of title 10, 
United States Code, on covered beneficiaries 
described in subsection (b). 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required by 
paragraph (1) shall include an assessment of 
how much additional costs would be required 
of covered beneficiaries described in sub-
section (b) per year as a result of increases in 
cost-sharing amounts described in such para-
graph, including the average amount per in-
dividual and the aggregate amount. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I have 9 
requests for committees to meet during 
today’s session of the Senate. They 
have the approval of the Majority and 
Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 

FORESTRY 

The Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, July 13, 2017 at 10 a.m., in 
328A Russell Senate Office Building, in 
order to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Opportunities in Global and Local 
Markets, Specialty Crops, and 
Organics: Perspectives for the 2018 
Farm Bill.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

The Committee on Armed Services is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Thursday, July 13, 
2017, at 9:30 a.m., in open session, to re-
ceive testimony on the attempted coup 
in Montenegro and malign Russian in-
fluence in Europe. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs, is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, July 13, 2017 at 9:30 a.m. 
to conduct a hearing entitled, ‘‘The 
Semiannual Monetary Policy Report to 
the Congress.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, July 13, 2017, at 
10:15 a.m., in 215 Dirksen Senate Office 
Building, to consider the nomination of 
Kevin K. McAleenan, of Hawaii, to be 
Commissioner of United States Cus-
toms and Border Protection Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

The Committee on Foreign Relations 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Thursday, July 
13, 2017 at 9:30 a.m., to hold a hearing 
entitled ‘‘Review of the 2017 Traf-
ficking in Persons Report.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet, during the session of the 
Senate, in order to conduct a hearing 
entitled ‘‘Nomination Hearing for Dep-
uty Secretary of Labor and Members of 
the National Labor Relations Board’’ 
on Thursday, July 13, 2017, at 9:30 a.m., 
in room 430 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

The Committee on the Judiciary is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate, on July 13, 2017, at 9:30 
a.m., in SD–226 of the Dirksen Senate 
Office Building, to conduct an execu-
tive business meeting. 

COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

The Senate Select Committee on In-
telligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the 115th Congress of the 
U.S. Senate on Thursday, July 13, 2017 
from 2 p.m., in room SH–219 of the Sen-
ate Hart Office Building to hold a 
closed hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

The Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to hold a meeting during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Thursday, July 
13, 2017, at 10 a.m., in room 253 of the 
Russell Senate Office Building. 

The Committee will hold a Sub-
committee Hearing on ‘‘Reopening the 
American Frontier: Promoting Part-
nerships Between Commercial Space 
and the U.S. Government to Advance 
Exploration and Settlement.’’ 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Ms. HEITKAMP. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Felicia Lucci, 
an AAAS fellow in my office, be grant-
ed floor privileges for the duration of 
today’s session of the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MEASURE READ THE FIRST 
TIME—H.R. 2430 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
understand there is a bill at the desk, 
and I ask for its first reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the bill by title for the 
first time. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 2430) to amend the Federal 

Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to revise and 
extend the user-fee programs for prescription 
drugs, medical devices, generic drugs, and 
biosimilar biological products, and for other 
purposes. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I now ask for a 
second reading and, in order to place 
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